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Abstract

The research is a recreational research with objectives to study the cultural context and
e performance of Nakhonratchasima’s Ram Thon. Methods used in the research are study of
Socuments, expert interviews, dance workshops, evaluation forms and performance assessment
Dy audience. Analyzed research data results, according to the preset objectives, in the history
and current condition of Nakornratchasima’sRam Thon as well as the conception in recreating
applied local dance “Ram ThonKorat”.

Historically, Ram Thon has evidentially originated since the historical period of Ayuthaya
and has been taken after through Thailand. Nakhonratchasima’s Ram Thon is a variation
influenced from that of central Thailand. The tradition of performing Ram Thon reflects certain
communal ways of life such as language, garments, singing and local dance as well as
communal harmonization. According to these characters shown through the research analysis,
the recreation of the dance is as followed: The script and plot resemble the original ones of the
traditional Ram Thon in that the female dancers take the roll of Thon-drummer, tempting the
male dancers to join the dance. The motifs are courting tradition and entertainment. It is
presented in 4 acts, consisting of applied Ram Thon to its traditional one, dance imitating
natural actions and applied Thai dance. Thon is used as the main musical instrument
accompanied with KoratMahoree band. Loincloth is worn according to traditional performance:
male dancers are in shirts with short sleeves and belted with cloth, while female dancers wear
fit-shaped shirts with short sleeve and belting cloth and place tree jasmine behind their ears,
which is a local flower of Nakhonratchasima. Ornaments are of baked clay, the communal
material. The ensemble of performers consists of 22 skillful students studying dancing art (8
male and 14 female performers). The dance deployment is based on the principle of Ram Thon,
in which the dance forms circle patterns, and is varied to have more practical, distinctive and

performance-suitable patterns. Thon is employed as the main prop of the performance in order

to convey the identity of Nakhonratchasima.




