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Abstract

The study was aimed to study the history, significance and background of
Thai Performing Art Wai Kru Krob Kru Ritual (the ritual to initiate the students into
the performing art training) at Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University. The study
involved the arrangement of the location of the ritual, sacrifices and Kraya Buad
(desserts and fruits to offer to the spirit), assembles of Khan Bucha Kru (the offering
tray arranged for the performing art spirit), and procedure and process of Wai Kru
Krob Kru Ritual. The research employed the qualitative method. The data was
collected by interview, non-structured observation, and observation through
participating in the ritual with the samples who were the main ritual performer, the
assistant ritual performer, and experts and individual person experienced in the
ritual.

The study revealed that the Thai Performing Art Wai Kru Krob Kru Ritual of
the Performing Art Program at Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University has been
performed annually since 2007 until present. The ritual was performed strictly
according to the traditional custom set up since ancient time. The ritual and other
activities related to the ritual were fixed to be performed on Thursday according to
the similar model to other institutes. The activities were the Buddhist evening
praying in the evening of the Wednesday, arranging sacrifices at several important

sites, merit making by giving food treats to monks in the morning of the Thursday,

and performing Wai Kru Krob Kru Ritual. The arrangement of the ritual location,




sacrifices, and assembles of the offering tray strictly followed the traditional custom.
Kru Sombat Kaewsujarid, the main ritual performer, was qualified according to the
traditional custom since the ancient time. Hence, the procedure and process of the
ritual in chanting the Pleng Nha Pad (the music played in Thai traditional performing
art) was performed according to the procedure of Kru Sombat Kaewsujarid.

The model of the Thai Performing Art Wai Kru Krob Kru Ritual of the
Performing Art Program at Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University divided the
activities to 2 days with 3 main activities. 1. The Buddhist ritual was performed on
Wednesday evening which comprised the Buddhist evening praying in the evening of
the Wednesday and merit making by giving food treats to monks in the morning of
the following Thursday. 2. The academic service activities were 1) giving lecture
about the ritual by the main ritual performer and 2) learning and sharing between
alumni, students, and other participants. 3. The Thai Performing Art Wai Kru Krob Kru
Ritual comprised of the ritual for 3rd and 4" year students to receive the blessing
before becoming trainee teacher, yet depending on the training program of each
academic year, and another ritual for 1" year students.

In terms of the significance of the ritual, it was found that the ritual
symbolized expressing gratitude towards teachers and other contributors, effort and
enthusiasm in learning, self realization, self responsibility, forgiveness for mistake of
other people on their actions, words, and minds, and enhancement of moral

support in developing Thai traditional performing arts and lasting the traditional art

and culture for the future.




